
  

 

Dear Friends, 

 The old traditional season of weddings is upon us.  Many 

years ago, it was a preferred time thanks to fragrant flowers 

masking odors that came with an age when bathing was less 

frequent.  One of my favorite lines I often share in a wedding is 

telling the couple that they are more together than they ever could 

have hoped to be apart.   

 That’s a central concept of what it means to be a faith community together.  

Individually, we can each have a relationship with God and have an impact on the 

world.  But together . . . we can do so much more.  Jesus was clear; he said it’s when 

two or three (or more) gather in his name, that’s when he is most fully with us.  The 

challenges of the world (or even our little community) look daunting when faced 

alone, but together we can do amazing things.  That’s one of the beautiful parts of First 

Serve, a thousand people (we hope two thousand for 2018) together having a deep 

impact on a neighborhood for good.   

 During Lent, over 500 people from our congregation participated in the Micah 

Project.  I love some of the numbers that came out of the project. Here’s just a few:   

• Everyone was asked to pray twice a day.  If everyone said those prayers, that 

means collectively we prayed over 46,000 prayers.  If we did that all year long, it 

would add up to 365,000 prayers.   That’s almost one prayer every minute, every 

day and night, all year long.   

• We also invited everyone to do at least one act of mercy every day.  That means 

together we did 23,000 acts of goodness in our community that wouldn’t have 

otherwise happened.  If we did that all year long, the number would be 182,500.  

Just imagine if everyone in the church joined in . . .   That would be over a half 

million acts of kindness and love every year.  That’s amazing and does have a real 

impact on the world.   

 There’s no doubt in my mind, together as faith community, we are so much 

more than we ever could have hoped to be apart.  For that and for each of you, I give 

great thanks. 

As always, Peter 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

We will conduct a Congregational Meeting immediately following the  

single 10:00 am service at 11:00 am on Sunday, June 3, 2018. 

All members are encouraged to attend. 
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 In the April newsletter, I wrote about my dislike of spring—the messiness of 

it, the fickleness of its arrival (one day it’s 70 degrees, then the next week we’re 

plunged back into freezing temperatures).  Yet, I noted, spring does indeed arrive 

after winter.  Life springs forth from the frozen ground of death that comes with 

winter.  And as we live in the chaotic arrival of spring, so we also celebrate Easter—

God’s love that endured suffering and death and still arose, still endured, and still 

endures today.   

 When I wrote that, it was mid-March.  I worried that the cold, cloudy day on 

which I wrote my reflections would be the last one of winter.  That by the time you 

read my reflections in the beginning of April when you received the newsletter, we 

would be well into spring.  And that my words would fall flat and irrelevant because the cold of winter 

had long past.   

 Well, my worry was unfounded because winter did not pass away, and even as I write this in 

early April, winter still has not quite passed away.  I don’t write about this in boast, like I have some 

special meteorological ability, but I write about it because I want to confess that I began to wonder if 

spring would ever arrive.   

When the snow and cold continued to visit us in the first couple weeks of April, I became weary.  

I had exhorted you all to draw hope from how spring does follow winter, that we can know life and love 

even after suffering and death has enveloped our lives, that Easter happens for us.  But then, as the 

weeks of winter have worn on, I have begun to lose my patience for the arrival of spring, of Easter.  

Honestly, I feel a bit sheepish in admitting my impatience, my restlessness.   

But I think this wondering if spring will ever arrive, this wondering if life and love will ever find 

us after suffering and death, I think this does happen to us sometimes.  I don’t think it’s necessarily due 

to a lack of faith.  Sometimes, I think we find ourselves worn down from life; and hope seems distant 

and small in the grand picture of whatever we are facing—illness, death, a challenging life transition, 

extreme stress, uncertainty about the future.  Sometimes the nights last longer than we like or can bear.  

Sometimes our endurance is tested.  Sometimes life is simply too much for the time being. 

And so we wait.  We wait for spring.  We wait for whatever is to pass so we can find ourselves 

on the other side of it.  We wait for the dawn of day.  We wait for life anew.   

I’m not one to particularly care for waiting either, but the unfolding of spring will come in due 

time.  I trust this.  I know this.  So what to do in the waiting? 

Not long ago, I found myself in the midst of the waiting game at the Philadelphia International 

Airport.  Just as the time was approaching for the people at our gate to begin boarding the plane, a gate 

official came on the intercom system to let us know our boarding time would be delayed by 30 minutes, 

which soon grew into an hour.  I felt my impatience balloon inside of me immediately.  I wanted to get 

home to my family, to my own bed.  While my few days away for learning had been inspirational and 

restorative, I wanted to be home.  But then I had to wait longer.   

I reached for my phone to begin scrolling through Facebook or emails, a sort of mindless distrac-

tion, but I stopped myself.  Now, there’s nothing wrong with scrolling through Facebook or emails, but I 

decided to listen to the instinct to not engage my mind that way.  Instead, I decided to be present in the 

moment, to sit with my impatience, and see what would happen.  So I people-watched for a few 

minutes, just noticing people without trying to assume or guess anything about them or their situation.  

I gave up my seat when I saw an elderly woman arrive at the gate and scan the area for a seat.  A wom-

an standing nearby, a stranger, noticed my people-watching activity and began speaking with me.  It 

was just small talk, simple and pleasant, but something I rarely do these days; it was a small opportuni-

ty to have a small but meaningful connection with a stranger.   

I let myself be present in the waiting, and it helped some.  I still wanted to get home, but I found 

a small connection to humanity here and there in that waiting area at the airport, and that mattered.   

Continued on page 3  
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            This month is a time of celebration for many with high school and college 

graduations – occasions to celebrate the accomplishment of an important phase of life 

and the anticipation of new opportunities afforded in the next stage of life for those 

graduates in further education or finding their career paths and work experience. 

            In the cycle of the church year, we celebrate Pentecost on May 20.  This ancient 

Jewish festival was an occasion for the Jewish people to come together.  During this 

fifty-day period leading to Pentecost. the eleven had replaced the betrayer, Judas Is-

cariot with Matthias.  They had been meeting, worshipping, and praying with a 

group of approximately one hundred believers.  They were sharing the good news of 

Christ’s resurrection and their expectations were that Jesus’ promise of a comforter 

would be kept, but had no idea of when it might be. 

            The book of Acts describes the fulfillment of the promise on that Day of Pentecost after Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  Jews from all over that part of the world gathered in Jerusalem for the annual religious 

rite.  The writer describes the miraculous display of wind and fire which appeared as evidence of the Spirit 

entering each of their lives, and all understood each other in their own particular tongues.  Some were 

amazed while others refused to accept what they saw and heard.  The disciple Peter addressed the crowd 

and explained the meaning of these events as the fulfilling of Christ’s promise for the Spirit to be present 

in each one who believed. 

            The question for us in this day and time is what do we do with the Spirit’s presence in our lives as 

followers of Christ?  Do we find hope and courage to be led by the Spirit to experience our new life ability 

to reach out in love to others and to live giving expression of what God’s kingdom is: love and responsive 

peace in overcoming the power, greed, and self-centeredness of the world system? It may appear to be too 

simple and too good to be true.  Yet being sensitive to the Spirit who lives in us makes all the difference in 

the way we live and relate to others.  So often we tend to explain the unexpected as “luck” or 

“coincidence,” but might it not be the Spirit’s work within us? What the prophets predicted can become a 

reality in each of our lives.  By affirming our partnership with God’s Spirit in us, our lives can be trans-

formed and become the living Word to others in “doing justice, loving kindness, walking in an ever-

developing relationship with God.”  May God make it so in each of our lives.  

      Blessings,  Dick 

Rev. Jeanette Brodersen ~ Continued from page 2: 

God is with us through whatever may be in life, I know, especially in times of waiting.  But so 

much of life is there in that time, too, if we but pause and be present in the waiting—seeing, hearing, no-

ticing the small things, the minor moments, the ordinary and mundane.  

And so I continue to wait for spring (at least at this time in mid-April).  I wait, and I watch.  I no-

tice.  God nudges me to listen for the bird song in the midst of a cold, cloudy morning.  When those 

clouds break, I look up.  There is a stunning patch of blue sky, just for a few minutes, but enough to uplift 

my soul for a while.  Neighbors wave as they drive by.  People smile at the grocery store.  Small, ordinary, 

but beautiful life nonetheless.   

Whatever the season of waiting you may be in or may one day find yourself in, of course know 

that God is with you; then let yourself be present in the waiting, to be still, to notice, to connect with the 

common yet amazing life around us.  May it be so.   

Peace, Jeanette 
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 “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said,  

“We are his offspring.” Acts 17:29 

 

 

 Springtime in Ohio means getting outside to do things becomes a little more beara-

ble! Walking and hiking groups will be starting soon here at FCCH and yoga and Tai Chi 

will continue through the summer as well. These are opportunities to move and stay active 

with other members of the church. Everyone is invited. Bring a friend and join us as often as 

you want.  

There have been several headlines in the news such as “Sitting is the New Smoking” or 

“Sitting is a Disease” (information on Health Ministries bulletin board). We have long been 

encouraged to get up and move at least every 30 minutes.  

 Now we are starting to see scientific results from researchers who want to know exactly what effect 

sitting for longer periods of time can have on our risk for early death and what type of exercise guidelines are 

needed. Last year study results were published in the Annals of Internal Medicine about sedentary lifestyle and 

its negative effects. Researchers at Columbia University Department of Medicine gathered data for an average 

of four years on 7,985 black and white adults, age 45 and older who had signed on to participate in a study 

looking at increased stroke risk in black versus white adults. Hip accelerometers were used to measure seden-

tary time. The team found that sedentary behavior, on average, accounted for 12.3 hours of an average 16-hour 

waking day. Measuring duration, the researchers clocked the participants sitting, on average for 11.4 minutes at 

a stretch. 

 As total sedentary time increased, so did early death by any cause. And the same was true for longer 

sitting stretches. Overall then, participants’ risk of death grew in tandem with total sitting time and sitting 

stretch duration-no matter their age, sex, race, body mass index or exercise habits. 

 The study helped to disentangle two behaviors: total sedentary behavior and duration of sitting. Per-

sons with bouts of uninterrupted sitting of 30 minutes or more had the highest risk for death if total sedentary 

time also exceeded 12.5 hours per day. Conversely, in those whose daily sedentary volumes were low, uninter-

rupted bout lengths had little if any effect on mortality. 

 The American Heart Association has long encouraged “Sit less, move more”, but according to some re-

searchers, “This would be like telling someone to just ‘exercise’ without telling them how.” One suggestion 

would be ‘For every 30 consecutive minutes of sitting, stand up and move/walk for five minutes at a brisk pace 

to reduce the health risks of sitting.’ More guidelines are needed. 

 Underlying reasons are still unclear on how sedentary behavior impacts our health in negative ways. 

One theory is that sitting leads to reductions in insulin sensitivity, while some scientists believe net calorie ex-

penditures decline as sitting decreases. Bottom line: the more we sit the worse it is. The longer duration of 

sitting, combined with a sedentary lifestyle, the more negative impact on our cardiovascular health. 

In His Name, 

Kathy  

 
FYI (Feeling Young Inside) on May 21 at 12 noon will feature a speaker from Maplewood in Twinsburg on 

keeping our minds sharp. Look for details in Sunday bulletins.  

 

 

Walking/Hiking groups will begin in May. There is a change in times and dates 

from previous years. Walking Warriors will walk behind Barlow Community Center on 

Tuesdays at 1:00 pm beginning May 1. Happy Hikers will be hiking on Thursdays at 

1:00 pm. Our first hike will be on May 3 at Hudson Springs Park, 7095 Stow Road. 

Health Ministries 
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 The last two months, we’ve been talking about happiness, and particularly, the 

music that makes you happy (thanks for all your submissions!). As everyone knows, mu-

sic has a unique capability to change our mood, inspiring us to experience a panoply of 

emotions. 

 As I hinted several months ago, I think there are some basic differences between 

happiness and joy. Happiness is usually based on external circumstances – I woke up 

with a cold this morning and that makes me unhappy. Joy is something deeper, some-

thing more profound. Further, true joy can be rooted in the bottomless cavern of your 

soul where nothing can touch it, nothing can affect it. No matter how bad a day you’re 

having, you can still feel abiding joy. 

 Happiness is often transient. I am unhappy that I had a flat tire, but as soon as the 

tire is fixed, I am no longer unhappy, since the source of my unhappiness has been alleviated. Joy is perma-

nent, if it is fixed on the right foundation.  

 Let’s examine the Scriptures for some help. Nehemiah 8:10 says, “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”  

Psalm 47:1 encourages us to “Clap your hands, all you nations, shout to God with cries of joy”.  Paul, in the 

Book of Romans, encourages us with these words: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (15:3) 

 But my favorite Bible verse in this time of Eastertide is from 1 Peter 1:8-9: “Though you have not seen 

him (Jesus), you love him; and though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inex-

pressible and glorious joy…” I believe that the only true joy that is lasting is based on the risen Christ, and this 

is the perfect season to celebrate it. 

 So, here is my short list of music that brings me JOY. Note again that these are not all sacred pieces. 

1. Cantata 4 – J.S. Bach 

2. Fool on the Hill – Beatles, as sung by The Singers Unlimited 

3. I don’t know where I stand - Joni Mitchell (and TSU version too!) 

4. No, No, Nora – originally performed in 1923 by Eddie Cantor, but I like the Four Voices version. 

5. I’m not in love – 10 CC 

6. Requiem – Gabriel Fauré 

7. He loves you – Seawind 

8. How deep is your love – Bee Gees 

9. Silent Night – Over the Rhine 

10. Ave Maria – Franz Biebl, as sung by Chanticleer 

11. Take it Away – Ben Scott 

12. Lux Lucis – Ben Scott 

13. Chelsea Morning – Joni Mitchell 

14. Boho Dance – Joni Mitchell 

15. Flanders Field – Over the Rhine 

16. Sea and Sky – Over the Rhine 

17. The Trouble with Hello – The Bergmans, as sung by The Singers Unlimited 

18. Descarga – Tito Puente 

19. Quiet Place – Ralph Carmichael, as sung by Take 6 

20. Softly as I leave you – popular Italian song, as sung by The We Five 

21. Night and Day – Cole Porter 

22. Your move – Yes 

 Now it’s your turn! Please send me the music that brings you JOY (tscott@hudsonucc.org) and we will 

talk about it next month.   

See you in church!   

Tom 

Music Ministries 

mailto:tscott@hudsonucc.org)
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Children’s Ministries 

Hudson HUB·TIMES  

Vol. 74, No.61                                                Sunday                                                        50 cents 

Church officials discover missing  

“11th Commandment” 

Hudson, OH - Residents of this 

quaint, law-abiding, Midwestern 

city are excited with the discovery 

of a little-known, but seemingly 

very important religious artifact.  

Found on the grounds of the First 

Congregational Church, this stone 

tablet was lovingly wiped clean of 

years of dirt it had accumulated.  A 

closer inspection showed some 

sort of writing on one side.   

Famed archaeology professor, I. 

Play Endurt, was called in to deci-

pher the message.  “At first,” he 

sheepishly stated, “the text was 

simply unreadable.  But, once I 

turned it right side up, I quickly 

figured out that the missing com-

mandment said:   

“You shall attend VBS” 

Dee Buchanan, Director of the 

church’s Children’s Ministries, was 

ecstatic. “Fortunately for  the chil-

dren of this city,  

 

we just happen to have a VBS 

program! Our theme this summer 

is Holy Moses!, All children aged 

three years through fifth grade 

are welcome to attend this ex-

citing, fun-filled week where we 

will explore the amazing life of 

this liberator, leader, law-giver, 

prophet, and historian.” 

Stunned by the development, 

residents have flocked to the 

church in an attempt to register 

their children. One source, who 

agreed to speak on the condition 

of anonymity, claimed, “There are 

multiple ways to register: (1) 

simply contact Dee Buchanan or 

Katie Morgan at 330-342-3977 (2) 

visit the VBS table in Fellowship 

Hall.” or (3) download a registra-

tion form from our website: 

www.hudsonucc.org/children  

Moses descending Mount Sinai  

Monday - Thursday June 4 -7 

5:30 pm - 8:00 pm daily 

 $14.00/child if registered before May 14 

($20/child after May 14--$60 family max.).  

VBS will be held on church grounds  
Monday through Wednesday.  On our  

final day, Thursday, we will  
Journey to the Promised Land  

at Hudson Springs Park. 

Children must be three years old by 09/30/18 
& potty-trained to register for VBS.  

 
Volunteers needed! 
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Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

BREAKFAST CLUB - Join us this and every Sunday during the 10:30 service for deep thoughts with a side 

of donuts. Hope to see you! 

D&D -  D&D meets every Wednesday 3:00 - 5:00 pm after school. Our LAST DAY is May 16. Join us for our 

end of the year celebration!!  Don’t miss it! 

CONFIRMATION – Congratulations to our newest church members, who were confirmed last month. SEV-

ENTH GRADERS this means it’s time for you to start thinking about your own confirmation. Register and 

choose a mentor as soon as possible, and definitely before school is out. The registration form can be found at 

our church’s website www.hudsonucc.org under the “Youth” tab. You should have received an email with de-

tails and a link to this form. If not, or if you have questions, please contact Callie at cbaylor@hudsonucc.org.  

TPP - Our final plans are well underway for our second annual Middle School Mission Trip!  There is a man-

datory meeting for all students and parents on Sunday, May 20 at 11:30 in the Youth Room. The Pittsburgh 

Project takes place July 9-13. For more information contact Callie or check out pittsburghproject.org. 

Vacation Bible School - Wait?! Aren’t I too old for VBS? If you are asking yourself this question the answer is 

yes, but not really. Though you are too old to be a VBS student you are never too old to join in the fun of VBS. 

Middle school and high school students are invited to volunteer at this year’s VBS. Please contact Mrs. Buchan-

an at dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org or Mrs. Morgan at kmorgan@hudsonucc.org for more information.  

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
ASP 2018 ~ June 10-16 
May 6:  All Adult Leaders Meeting - 11:45 am in Youth Room - If you are signed up to serve as an adult 

  leader, this meeting is for you as we begin final preparations for our amazing week!  

May 6 & 13: Helping Hands (Formerly ASP Stock Sale) 

June 9:  We will gather at the church at 2:00 pm to prep and pack the vans to get ready for our depar- 

  ture the following morning.  

IMPACT 
May 6:  What is God’s Plan for my life? This is a question we get time and time again from students! On 

  this night we will be watching the music video God’s Plan by Drake and then discussing; What 

  is God’s Plan for my life?  

May 13: No Impact due to Mother’s Day, spend some time celebrating your Mom! 

May 20: Last Impact and Senior Night! Join us for the last Impact as we celebrate and say goodbye to  

  our Seniors!  

BREAKFAST CLUB 

May 6:  Why would we try and travel to Mars? Join us Sunday as we apply this question to the story  

  about the Tower of Babel.  

May 13: Would God REALLY ask a parent to sacrifice their child? We will be wrestling with this ques-

  tion as we take a look at the story of Abraham and Isaac.  

May 20: Blinded by Beauty! She lied to him again, again and again! Yet Samson continued to ignore this 

  because Delilah was a hottie! Join us on May 20 as we look at the story of Samson and Delilah!  

May 27: You THE Man! Joseph thought a bit too highly of himself and as a result it almost cost him his 

  LIFE! Join us this Sunday as we talk about Hubris and Humility!  

Summer Service Opportunities:  Gennesaret Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
FCCH serves at Gennesaret the first Saturday of the month, twelve months a year. This rewarding mission 

effort is looking for able bodied adult leaders/drivers and able bodied students (6th through 12th grade) to serve 

on any or all of the following dates:  June 2, July 7, August 4 and September 1. Please contact Scott Hooker 

mrscotthooker@yahoo.com or Jeff Wells jeffreylwells@gmail.com to reserve your spots. 

http://www.hudsonucc.org
mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
pittsburghproject.org
mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
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Micah Project Small Groups 

Thank you to everyone who participated in a Micah Small Group! The feedback we 

received about the Micah Small Groups thus far has been overwhelmingly positive! If 

you have a desire to participate in another small group, contact Steve Hockstra at 

shockstra@hudsonucc.org and we will get you connected! 

 

Pathfinders - The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience 

Pathfinders will continue to watch and discuss, through the month of May, the Dr. 

Andrew Newberg series, The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience. Path-

finders meets at 9:00 am on Sunday in The Chapel and all are welcome. If you have any questions about 

Pathfinders, please contact Marie Libby at mclibby64@aol.com. The Spiritual Brain: Science and Reli-

gious Experience, award-winning scholar and practicing neuroscientist Dr. Andrew Newberg, Director of 

Research at the Myrna Brind Center of Integrative Medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, 

offers you 24 riveting lectures that explore the new and exciting field of neurotheology, a discipline aimed 

at understanding the connections between our brains and different kinds of religious phenomena. Using 

an academic, experimental approach into what he calls “objective measures of spirituality,” Dr. Newberg 

attempts to explain what others have previously only guessed at: the neuroscientific basis for why reli-

gion and spirituality have played such a prominent role in human life. 

 

Coming this summer to FCCH:  Women's "Drop In" Bible Study! 
June 13, 20, 27 and July 11, 18, 25 from 9:30-10:30 am at the church 

* NO HOMEWORK    * NO OUTSIDE READING    * NO PRESSURE TO BE THERE EVERY WEEK 

* Grab a friend and come when you are in town and available!   

* A great way to spend time each week in God's word and enjoy fellowship with other women! 

 

Book Study led by Rev. Dick Clewell 

Rev. Dick Clewell will be leading a three-week book study on The Cross and The Lynching Tree by James 

Cone. The group will be meeting June 20, 27 and July 11 at 7:00 pm in Room 301. If you are interested in 

participating, email the church office to sign-up and to secure a copy of the book, 

churchoffice@hudsonucc.org. 

 

The Interfaith Group 
The Interfaith Group is continuing its study of Buddhism, with an emphasis on Theravada Buddhism as 

practiced by the Mon people, an ethic group from Myanmar. This group has a strong presence in South 

Akron, consisting primarily of refugees, many of whom have political asylum status. Central to the 

Group’s study (and to the local Mon community), is a Buddhist Monastery. On April 26, a representative 

of the Monastery met with the Interfaith Group to explore how the Group may learn more about Bud-

dhism and, if possible, assist the local Mon community. 

 

The Bridge Club 

Do you have a High School Senior? Do you have questions about what is next? Please join us on Wednes-

day, May 2 at 7:00 pm at Oak & Embers, to have your questions “answered” by experienced moms who 

have walked this path before. If you are interested, email Katie Morgan for more info or to RSVP 

(kmorgan@hudsonucc.org).  

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:mclibby64@aol.com
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
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Mystery Mission Trip:  

Gennesaret Soup Kitchen 

•  Volunteers needed to work on other small 

projects. 

•  Volunteers needed to serve lunch  

     the first Saturday of each month. 

Contact: 

Jeff Wells: Jeffreylwells@gmail.com 

Mark Johnson: mjohnson@shinc.org 

 

 
 

Micah Mission Memories 

During the Micah Project, the Mission Board sponsored four events for the congregation to “do justice 

and love mercy”.  We painted walls and created a visual arts wall at the Gennesaret Soup Kitchen and 

sorted food at the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank. During coffee hour in March we filled 400 Easter 

baskets with goodies and delivered them to Summit County Children Services.  The Cradle to Career 

Experience gave participants an opportunity to experience and understand the impact of poverty on the 

development of youth and gain a much deeper understanding of the effort and resources that are needed 

in order to help students attain a level of success which can lead to a more prosperous life. 

Akron Canton  

Regional Food Bank 

•  Volunteers needed to sort and package 

food items. 

•  Days and times flexible 

Contact: 

Karen Farkas: kfarkas@cleveland.com 

Allen Park: gabapark@gmail.com 

Cradle to Career Experience 

•  Volunteer as an elementary tutor or classroom 

helper at Findley Learning Community Center. 

Contact:  

Jane Penny: pennyfam@aol.com 

• Volunteer as a middle school or high school tutor 

or mentor at Students With A Goal. 

Contact:  

Bruce Hahn: Bruce.hahn@goodyear.com 

Easter Basket Project 
On behalf of Summit County Children Services and the many children and families 

we serve, allow me to express my sincere thanks for your unbelievably generous 

donation of 400+ Easter baskets for children age 4-7 receiving agency services.  What 

an undertaking … to collect, assemble and deliver this quantity of baskets is a true 

testament to your faith in and love for helping others.  This was by far our single 

largest donation, and we cannot thank you enough for what these baskets meant to 

the agency, staff and ultimately the children.   

Sandy DeLuca | Supervisor, Community Relations 

mailto:Jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mjohnson@shinc.org
mailto:kfarkas@cleveland.com
mailto:gabapark@gmail.com
mailto:Bruce.hahn@goodyear.com
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2018 Annual Giving Campaign 
 
 Over the past two years, we have completed comprehensive strategic 

planning.  During that process, we strongly affirmed that life is good in our congregation and we identi-

fied the following as future growth areas:  

  Connecting our members more fully to the life of the church;  

  Deepening our missions and outreach work in the community; and 

  Communicating and sharing the joy of our faith community with the broader world.  

 These are all excellent and worthy initiatives. However, incorporating them into the daily work of 

the church requires additional financial resources.  

 In our prior communication, we announced that we are no longer doing a fall “pledge” campaign. 

Times change, our financial needs change and the way we support the church must change along with 

them.   

 Instead of an annual “pledge,” we are now asking the congregation to make regular monthly gifts, 

starting May 1, 2018. This type of giving—Recurring Giving—will help us manage our annual  

finances more effectively and provide our members with added convenience. As a Recurring Giver you 

never have to remember to write another check; your gift is made automatically through withdrawal from 

your bank account or credit card payment; and, you can adjust your gift at any time. We are pleased to 

offer this new Recurring Giving option through our new church database, REALM®.  

 In April, you received a packet with the 2018 Annual Giving Campaign materials. If you have 

already set up Recurring Giving, or have made a financial commitment to the church, THANK YOU!  

 For those of you who would like to know more about REALM® and how to set up Recurring 

Giving, the Finance Office will be in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour on Sunday, May 6 and May 13  

to answer your questions and help you set up your REALM® account. 

 The generosity of our members makes the great work of this church possible. Thank you for help-

ing us move that work forward with your continued gift of support.  

 If you have any questions or would like to discuss your annual giving to the church, please contact 

Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org or call 330-650-4048. 

TRINITY CLOTHING ROOM - The weather is getting warmer & we have changed over to spring/

summer needs.  Thank you for continuing to support this wonderful mission! 

Located four blocks from Findley CLC, Trinity UCC provides support to the families of Findley students.  

Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. No food, please.  

Greatest Needs: 

• Blankets, sheets, comforters, quilts - Queen, King; also pillows & towels 

• Baby crib sheet & blankets 

• Spring/summer jackets/light coats: children’s, men’s and women’s sizes 

• Capri pants for women and girls 

• Shorts and short sleeved tops/shirts for men, women, children 

• Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T – 5 (We never have enough toddler clothing!) 

• Swim suits: all sizes for men, women, children 

• Tennis shoes & sandals: men, women, children 

• Pots and pans, silverware/flatware/kitchenware (spatulas, tongs, mixing/serving utensils, etc.) 

Thank you!  Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com. 

mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com.
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DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Jen Donaldson on the death of husband, Sean Donaldson on March 22. 

 Amy and Peter Eells on the death of Amy’s father, David Smith on March 23. 

 Kathy and John Arther on the death of Kathy’s sister, Barbara Sipe on April 8. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

 Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Nancy Christensen, Pat Daum, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, 

 Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Kathy Wolfe, Karen Zonyk  

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Betty Brucker, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn 

Reynolds 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Joan Buchanan 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our web site 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
  

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 
Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 
Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Dr. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

John Findlay was pastor of our Church from 1926 to 1930.  An 1897 graduate of Western 

Reserve Academy, he came to us from his pastorate in Easthampton, Massachusetts.  Before 

that, he had served a leadership role in the YMCA.  That led him and other members to 

travel to Russia during its 1917 Revolution at the request of President Wilson, who was 

seeking detailed information concerning events taking place there.  When Lenin came to 

power, however, Findlay’s party was forced to escape by way of a 34-day trip through Sibe-

ria.  With that background he applied his leadership skills to our Church.  In his first year, 

our membership increased to four hundred as a result of 77 new members joining on Easter 

Sunday 1927, including Don Barlow and Chandler Jones, who themselves became very active leaders of our 

Church.  The Women’s Association grew and had to divide into four groups.  The Church celebrated its 125th An-

niversary in September, 1927, with four former pastors returning to join in the festivities.  In 1928, the Church host-

ed the annual meeting of the Congregational Conference of Ohio, attended by a thousand persons.  This is only a 

partial list of what happened during Findlay’s ministry.  Frank Manak, Church Historian 

 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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Wherever you are on your journey … 

YOU are welcome here! 

Requested in Home Delivery April 27-30 

NON-PROFIT 
ORG. 

U. S. POSTAGE  
PAID 

HUDSON, OHIO 
PERMIT #20 

First Congregational Church of Hudson 
47 Aurora St. • Hudson • OH • 44236 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

   We are thrilled to break ground on our brand new playground for the children of First Congregational 

Church and The Children’s Center and to announce a very special fundraising opportunity with our “Pathway to 

Fun” campaign that will create a brick entryway for our playground!  

 These beautifully crafted, laser-engraved bricks will be an ongoing way to celebrate your child’s time in our 

preschool, to honor a church member, to memorialize a loved one, to celebrate a preschool graduation, to raise up a 

beloved staff member or teacher, and to celebrate our alumni.  

 This will be an ongoing campaign that will not only add beauty to our playground, but will also serve as a 

visual history of our church, our school, our families and those that have come before us on this journey to build 

our church to the amazing community that we are privileged to be a part of today.  

Brick Information:  We are offering 3 sizes of bricks:  

• 4” x 8”($100) 

• 8” x 8” ($300)  

• 12” x 12” bricks ($800) 

• In addition, special 12”x12” bricks may be chosen to sponsor a specific piece of playground equipment 

(at varying price points between $1000 and $2000.) Only one brick will be created for each piece of play-

ground equipment.  

You may order 4x8 or 8x8 bricks on-line at https://polarengraving.com/FirstCongregationalChurch;  

12x12 bricks and specialty 12x12 bricks may only be ordered on our paper form. Questions? Or to order a 12”x 12” 

brick:  Contact Dee Buchanan (330) 342-3977 or email dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org. 

 

Pathway to Fun 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”    

~Mark 10:14 

https://polarengraving.com/FirstCongregationalChurch
mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org

